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When the Evo 8 260 was launched
it was met with both derision and
confusion by many Evo owners,
especially those who thought 
it wasn’t a proper Evo and it 
tarnished the Evo image.  Even
though it was a budget Evo, it has
since proven itself to be just as
capable and also a very wise buy
for those looking to achieve the
best bang for their buck.

Mitsubishi have just launched 
a new performance Lancer based
on Evo X technology and at a 
significantly lower price point, 
but is it another budget Evo?  

Interestingly, even though the
relationship with the Evo X is
clear, sharing a lot of the same
looks, turbo-charged engine and a
four wheel system, it’s not being
labelled as an Evo, but instead

called the Lancer Sportback 
Ralliart.  Why Sportback?  The 
Ralliart Lancer comes in hatch-
back form only, further separating
it from the Evo to broaden its 
appeal and to compete in the 
hot-hatch market.

The Lancer Sportback Ralliart
uses the same Evo X 4B11 turbo
charged engine producing 237bhp
and 252lb/ft.  It’s four wheel drive

Mitsubishi have just launched a new performance
Lancer based on Evo X technology and at a significantly
lower price point, but is it another budget Evo?



and uses the same SST transmis-
sion as introduced on the Evo X.
In base form, it also costs nearly
£8,000 less than the entry Evo X
FQ-300.  On paper, it looks like a
lot of car for the money and one
that might temp anyone wanting
to modify it to Evo levels of 
performance on a budget.

So, is it really a budget Evo or
something different?  We’ve taken
a close look at the Lancer Sport-
back Ralliart and found there are
some interesting differences….

Engine
The Sportback’s engine produces
a healthy 237bhp, but noticeably
peak torque of 252lb/ft occurs at
just 2,500rpm.  It makes the car
feel very responsive from as little
as 2,000rpm and very easy to
drive, but after 5,000rpm it does
feel like it’s running out of steam.
Closer inspection discovers that
it’s using a substantially smaller
unit than an Evo’s.  

The turbo is designated as a
TD04HL-15T-7 unit, quite a small
turbo and a different family to the
TD05 turbos fitted to all Evos.  
The TD04 will spool earlier and
produce more torque, but only 
capable of around 300bhp at a
push. Coupled with the different
turbo are likely to be different
cams and possibly injectors. 

In the engine bay are several
other noticeable differences.  
The battery is mounted here in-
stead of in the boot on the Evo X
and the intercooler is dramatically
smaller appearing to be about half
the size of an Evo intercooler.  
The exhaust system looks the
same as a factory Evo X system.

Transmission
All Sportback’s use the SST 
automated manual transmission, 
A manual Sportback is rumoured
in Japan at some point in the 
future, but nothing official has
been released yet.

One omission from the 
Sportback’s SST transmission is
the Super Sport mode, meaning
the very fastest gear changes 
are not available, but this is not
something that will make a huge
amount of difference in the 
real world.

One major difference in the 4
wheel drive system is the lack of
an AYC driven rear differential, 
the Sportback is fitted with a 
mechanical LSD.   For some 
drivers, this will be seen as a 
plus allowing for a purer drive 
and also a stronger differential.
Despite the mechanical rear LSD,
an active centre differential (ACD)
is fitted as standard.

it’s clear there are some major 
differences with the handling of a

Sportback compared to an Evo



Handling
After driving the Sportback, it’s
clear there are some major differ-
ences with the handling of a
Sportback compared to an Evo.  

Firstly, it uses completely differ-
ent suspension that feels a lot
softer than an Evo, although the
ride comfort is better as a result.
The suspension units are 
Mitsubishi’s own and the anti roll
bars appear smaller.

Secondly, the Sportback uses
narrower and lower performance
tyres than the Evo X fitted with
Yokohama A10 215/45R18 tyres.

Thirdly, the Sportback is fitted
with quite different front and rear
sub-frames, arms and drop links.
All suspension arms are also steel
whereas the Evo X is fitted with
alloy arms. One other plus point is
the much smaller turning circle of
the Sportback.

Brakes
All Evo X’s are fitted with a
Brembo braking system, but not
on the Sportback.  It uses 
Mitsubishi’s own smaller calipers.
They did, however, feel very effec-
tive for road use if a little over as-
sisted, although durability may
prove to be their real Achilles heel.

Exterior
It’s here that we have the most
noticeable difference between the
Evo and the Sportback, which is

the rear end.  As mentioned above,
the Sportback is a hatchback and
whilst it might not be the prettiest
hatchback on the market and
loses the appeal of the Evo saloon
shape and spoiler, it is practical
and that will suit many buyers.

Exterior dimensions do vary
from the Evo X, with the Sportback
being slightly longer, narrower and
higher.  The wheelbase on the
Sportback is also 15mm shorter.
The rest of the shell is basically
the same as the Evo with fairly
subtle changes; the Sportback is
fitted with chrome surrounding the
front grille, which definitely will
not appeal to all tastes.  It also
has front fog lights in the lower
bumper, Mitsubishi’s own 18”
wheels and discreet Ralliart badg-
ing on the front grille and tailgate.

It loses the grilles at the back of
the front wings on the Evo and the
front wings may not be so flared
on the Sportback.  The front num-
ber plate also moves to the centre
of the bumper where radiator
grilles are on the Evo.  

The Sportback does have the
same bonnet vents that are one of
the strongest styling association
with the Evo and making most
people asked think it was an Evo.

The Sportback is available in 5
different colours, Lightning Blue,
Santorino Orange, Orient Red,
Frost White and Amethyst Black.

Running Costs
As a lower performance car you’d
expect the running costs to be
lower than an Evo, but we found
with fuel costs we were still
achieving a similar MPG as you’d
expect from an Evo and the Sport-
back still needs Super Unleaded.  

Service intervals are the same
as the Evo X and costs are not
likely to vary much, if at all.  
Emissions hardly vary between 
the Sportback and Evo X and both
are in the highest car tax band. 

The Sportback is in a slightly
lower insurance group though-
group 17.

Interior
The dash is almost identical to an
Evo X, with the only styling differ-
ence being the insert in the dash
and around the doors which has
changed to a black and white
‘fishnet’ design.

Functionally, there is the 
addition of cruise control to the
steering wheel.

The seats are not the Recaro
items fitted to the Evo X, but 
replaced with Mitsubishi’s own
and available as heated and
leather in GSR trim. They do 
lack a lot of the Recaro support,
but are comfortable.

Existing Evo tuners will
be able to transfer  

their skills and 
knowledge quite 

easily...

Sportback's MIVEC engine has smaller TD04 turbo and retains battery location under the bonnet

No Bilstein suspension or alloy arms for the Sportback



Mitsubishi haven’t labelled this an
Evo and are keen to differentiate
the Lancer Sportback Ralliart from
the Evo range, hence only import-
ing the 5 door version.

To the layman this may not be
the case however as the visual 
aspects and Ralliart association
bring a strong relationship 
between the two, but from a 
performance and technology 
point of view the difference is 
significant.  

Using a turbo charged 4B11 
engine and 4 wheel drive, the ex-
pectation was the Lancer Sport-
back Ralliart could have been
another budget Evo, but we were

surprised by the number of 
differences which actually makes
the Evo look the better value car if
you were to consider the cost of
upgrading all the parts necessary
to take the Sportback to Evo levels
of performance.

This car has been developed to
compete with models from other
manufacturers in the hot hatch
market, drawing on the Evo her-
itage to promote sales.  This mar-
ket sector is highly competitive,
but the Sportback does have four
wheel drive and SST in its favour.

One market that will potentially
benefit from the Sportback is the
tuning market.  Existing Evo

tuners will be able to transfer their
skills and knowledge quite easily
and tuning parts are already start-
ing to appear in Japan and the US.

Only time will tell how well the
Sportback will sell, but the lower
cost, practicality and European
approval can only help.  As for Evo
owners, this car will dilute the
brand most feel separates them
from the rest of the Mitsubishi 
vehicle line up, but it doesn’t take
anything away from the cars they
already own and any increase in
the amount of owners that share
some of their Evo technology can
only benefit them.  

DaveG

Conclusion...

Tailgate and split folding seats mean enough room to carry your Colt Ralliart - almost!

Steering wheel also features Cruise Control



The Lancer Sportback Ralliart at
first smacks you with hope. It has
the Ralliart name in the badging,
the aggressive Evo-esque front
end, the flanks and pretty much
the same engine covered with the
identical bonnet and vents, albeit
the engine is 63bhp down – at a
still credible 237bhp - from the
base model Evo FQ-300. And as
mentioned in the overview of the
car the Sportback Ralliart has as
standard the excellent fast shifting
dual clutch SST gearbox although
minus, but not lacking the Super
Sport option. So this car being
£8000 cheaper than the base Evo,
with some of the Evo’s DNA should
make an exciting buy?

At first glance and being an Evo
aficionado I was not that excited
about putting the car through its
paces but then I realised I was
being overly hard on the car, and
to be honest a bit prejudiced too.
So I removed my blinkers and
began to see this car as a strong
looking bridge between the nor-
mal Lancer and the Evolution
models, a Focus ST or Golf GTi
competitor. As a result this car
then starts to make sense and put
a smile on your face. 

It is a nice place to sit as Evo X
owners will attest and has a re-
markably similar interior, reason-
ably supportive seats that are
aimed at comfort more than sport
and the same quiet refined drive.
While getting used to the car it
corners flatly at first with a soft
well damped ride, nice feel in the
steering and the brakes have good
bite with decent modulation,

which is a relief as the gearbox
has virtually no engine braking
even compared to the FQ-300’s
variant. It is also even slower 
to move off from standstill, but 
it’s as smooth, jerk free and 
user friendly. 

When building speed to start 
putting in some laps on the 
MLR’s test track, the chassis 
immediately lends itself towards
understeer on both fast and slow
bends when you are wishing to
press on immediately displaying
the lower tech suspension. But it
has the same quick and accurate
steering from the Evo and the
same sensations communicating
through to you from all four 
corners. These signals are grate-
fully received from the rear which
offers you the opportunity to lift 
to quash the forward slip and
move the tail progressively and
sure-footedly around, resulting in
a tightening line for you to then
use the full potential of the four
wheel drive and the very smooth 
MIVEC engine. 

The engine is so free of lag and
swift to respond in the mid range
due to its smaller turbo that you
would be fooled into thinking that
it was in fact naturally breathing
air. Although it’s lost without the
extra power of the FQ-300, and it
has no urge above 5000rpm. 
Even flicking down a gear to 
near its peak power point provides
no discernable improvement in 
acceleration; you are better off
staying in the middle rev band 
and using the torque present. 
You are also handicapped with the

standard fit 215/45/R18 Yokohama
A10 tyres which lose width and
grip from the Evo models. That
coupled with the pronounced 
body roll results in your cornering
occurring at a much slower speed,
which is at least 10mph down to
that of the FQ-300 - but also and
this is where I began to enjoy 
myself, you can really have some
fun throwing the car about with 
no concern of spinning off into the
hedgerow. You can also drive the
car - not the electronics - you are
the master that uses the very pre-
cise and strong brakes (not great
at resisting fade though, 2 laps
and they were spent) combined
with the sharp steering, the
friendly lift-off oversteer and the
punchy engine to get the corner as
right, smooth and fast as possible.

You have less to work with in
the Sportback Ralliart and thus the
drive when attacking the tracks
corners is challenging and as a 
result I thoroughly enjoyed my
time in the car, it just lent itself to
you to explore its intricacies
deeper and try harder to gain that
extra speed or perfect your line. I
can also see myself having more
legal fun out on the country roads
as the limits are that much lower.
Tied together with a comfortable
ride and pleasant place to sit in
and around town and you have a
good all round package dressed in
clothing reminiscent of the Evo X’s
and a more practical and good
looking hatchback to boot.

Mark Ahlin

Second Opinion...



I can also see myself
having more legal fun
out on the country
roads as the limits are
that much lower

Evo heritage is clear inside and out!
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On the Rollers
At 238bhp, the Sportback falls in
the region of 60bhp short of a
standard Evo.  It has a smaller
turbo that feels quite urgent at low
RPM, but suffers at the high end of
the rev range.

Thanks to Surrey Rolling Road,
we ran the Sportback on their
rollers to see how the engine per-
forms.  Peak power was 184.1bhp
at the wheels and the Dyno Dy-
namics rolling road software
agreed that it translated to 238bhp
engine power.  There was plenty of
low down pull with 50% of peak
torque occurring at just 2,000rpm
and rising to a peak torque of
250ft/lb at 3,500rpm.  

One nice characteristic is the
almost flat torque curve the Sport-
back produces from 3,500rpm to
4,750rpm.  Not quite the 2,500rpm
4,500rpm flat curve Mitsubishi
claim, although our runs were all
performed in 3rd gear.  This does
make the mid range feel very re-
sponsive although you notice the
tail off of power over 5,000rpm as
shown on the rolling road.

Peak torque is achieved with
1.25bar of boost, but this it only
momentarily held and it quickly
drops off and at peak power is
only holding 0.6bar.  The AFR was
very rich, reading below 10 which
was in fact off the scale of the

rolling road software.
Compared to a standard Evo,

the power curve is very similar in
shape although peak figures are
far less with the Evo reaching
238bhp.  Interestingly, the turbo
does not actually spool as fast as
the Evo turbo except at low rpm.

On the Track
On our test track at Chobham 
the Sportback managed a re-
spectable lap time of 87.89secs,
only 2.79 secs slower than an 
Evo X SST FQ-300.

Through the 1st fast corner and
onto the main straight the Sport-
back is consistently 10mph slower
than the FQ-300 Evo as it strug-
gles for high speed grip and
power.  The same lack of grip is
apparent in the 2nd high speed
corner, again losing 10mph
through it.

The ‘Snake’ section shows the
same lack of cornering speed 
with the Sportback, although the
difference is much smaller in this
slower section of our lap.

Throughout the lap the Sport-
back performs well under braking,
only marginally slower than the
Brembo shod Evo.  However, it is
braking from lower speeds and
with multiple laps the smaller 
Mitsubishi brakes may have been
prone to fade.

The Sportback managed a respectable lap time of 87.89

secs, only 2.79secs slower than an Evo X SST FQ-300
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ENGINE / ELECTRICS
Engine type 2.0 Litre 16-valve DOHC MIVEC
Fuel system Multi-point injection (ECI-MULTI)
Displacement cc 1998
Bore/stroke mm 86.0 x 86.0
Compression ratio 9.0
Max. output kw (bhp) at rpm 177 (237) /6000
Max. torque Nm (lb.ft) at rpm 343 (253) /2500~4750
Alternator V/A 12v/130A
Battery V/Ah 55D23L

PERFORMANCE / FUEL / CONSUMPTION / EMISSIONS
Maximum speed mph (kph) 136 (220)
Acceleration 0-62 mph secs 7.1
Fuel type Unleaded
Urban mode lts/100km (mpg) 13.9 (20.3)
Extra urban mode lts/100km (mpg) 8.1 (34.9)
Combined mode lts/100km (mpg) 10.2 (27.7)
CO2 emissions g/km 243

SUSPENSION AND STEERING
Front axle McPherson strut and

coil suspension
Rear axle Multi link sports tuned 

suspension
Front Ventilated disc brakes
Rear Ventilated disc brakes
Steering Power assisted rack

and pinion
Tyres 215/45R18
Wheels 18" x 7.0JJ Alloy

TRANSMISSION
Transmission Automated Manual
Manual 6-speed AMT
Gear ratios 1st 3.655

2nd 2.368
3rd 1.754
4th 1.322
5th 0.983
6th 0.731

Reverse 4.011
Final gear ratio 4.062

DIMENSIONS
Exterior:
length x width x height mm 4585 x 1760 x 1515
Ground clearance (unladen) mm 150
Front mm 1530
Rear mm 1530
Wheelbase mm 2635

WEIGHTS / VOLUMES
Seating capacity 5
Fuel tank capacity lts (imp.galls) 55 (12.1)
Gross vehicle weight kg (lbs) 2045 (4508)
Kerb weight kg (lbs) 1595 (3516)
Towing capacity, braked kg (lbs) 1400 (3086)

SERVICING / INSURANCE
Service intervals 10,000 miles/12 months
Insurance group 17A
Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) band L

WARRANTY
3 year unlimited mileage warranty
12 year anti-corrosion perforation warranty
3 year pan-European breakdown & recovery
______________________________________________
Mitsubishi Lancer Sportback Ralliart GSR      
£24,149.00 List Price
Lancer Sportback GS2 models available with M-ASTC 
(Mitsubishi Active Stability and Traction Control) for £400 extra

CAR WEIGHT AS TESTED (Full tank of fuel and driver included)

1631kg

FRONT RIGHT
29%

REAR RIGHT
21.0%

FRONT LEFT
29.5%

REAR LEFT
20.5%

Thanks to:

Mitsubishi Motors: 
www.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/newlancer
01285 655777 

Surrey Rolling Road: 
www.surreyrollingroad.co.uk
01276 686111 

Performance Autoworks   
www.performance-autoworks.co.uk 
01285 711733   

-------  Torque   
______  BHP
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